
Title 19—DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND  
SENIOR SERVICES 

Division 20—Division of Community and Public Health 
Chapter 20—Communicable Diseases 

EMERGENCY RULE 

19 CSR 20-20.200 COVID-19 Vaccine Priority Tier Evaluation 
Committee 

PURPOSE: This rule provides the definitions and procedures to be 
followed by the COVID-19 Vaccine Priority Tier Evaluation Commit-
tee and Director of the Department of Health and Senior Services 
regarding employer requests for COVID-19 vaccine priority tier 
reclassification. 

EMERGENCY STATEMENT: The Department of Health and Senior 
Services (“DHSS”) determined that this emergency rule is necessary 
to protect the public health, safety, and welfare of Missouri residents 
and visitors. This emergency rule is necessary to ensure that Missouri 
employers are able to request a reclassification of their COVID-19 
Vaccine Priority Tiers in order to ensure that employees are able to 
receive vaccinations as soon as possible. As of this date, Missouri 
has had at least 467,313 positive test results for COVID-19 and at 
least 7,149 deaths. As COVID-19 vaccines are administered in the 
state, various priority tiers have been established in accordance with 
guidance from the CDC as well as other governmental entities. How-
ever, some employers have special circumstances that may justify 
their prioritization over other similarly classified employers. Without 
a way for these employers to request a reclassification of their vac-
cine priority tier, the employees of such employers, most of whom are 
Missouri residents, may face increased exposure to COVID-19 
instead of being vaccinated as soon as possible.  

DHSS needs this emergency rule to allow the Director of DHSS to 
issue written decisions granting or denying an employer’s request for 
reclassification of its vaccine priority tier. This emergency rule pro-
vides the definitions and procedure to be followed by the COVID-19 
Vaccine Priority Tier Evaluation Committee and Director of the 
Department of Health and Senior Services regarding employer 
requests for COVID-19 vaccine priority tier reclassification. 

DHSS finds that there is an immediate danger to the public health, 
safety or welfare, which requires this emergency action. The scope of 
this emergency rule is limited to the circumstances creating the emer-
gency and complies with the protections extended in the Missouri and 
United States Constitutions. DHSS believes this emergency amend-
ment is fair to all interested persons and parties under the circum-
stances. This emergency rule was filed February 9, 2021, becomes 
effective February 25, 2021, and expires August 23, 2021. 

(1) For the purpose of this rule, the following terms shall have the 
stated definition: 

(A) “Committee” shall mean the nine-member COVID-19 Vaccine 
Priority Tier Evaluation Committee, which is a group tasked with 
evaluating an employer’s vaccine priority tier, which is composed of 
members from the following Missouri state agencies: Department of 
Agriculture, Department of Conservation, Department of Economic 
Development, Department of Health and Senior Services, Depart-
ment of Labor & Industrial Relations, Department of Natural 
Resources, Department of Public Safety, and Department of Trans-
portation, as well as a member from the Office of the Governor. This 
Committee will ultimately issue a recommendation to the Director of 
the Department of Health and Senior Services regarding an employ-
er’s request for reclassification of its vaccine priority tier. Each mem-
ber of the Committee shall be selected by its respective director 
except that the member from the Office of the Governor shall be 
selected by the Governor. The Committee shall be led by a chair and 
a vice-chair that shall be selected by the Director;  

(B) “Department” shall mean the Department of Health and Senior 
Services; 

(C) “Director” shall mean the Director of the Department of 
Health and Senior Services or his designee; 

(D) “Employer” shall mean every sole proprietor, or other legal 
entity, using the service of one or more persons for pay; 

(E) “Evaluation” shall mean the process by which the Committee 
receives an employer’s request for reclassification of its vaccine pri-
ority as established by the Department’s January 14, 2021 Health 
Order and any subsequent Health Orders regarding COVID-19 vac-
cinations, evaluates such request for reclassification, and issues a rec-
ommendation to the Director; 

(F) “Form” shall mean the online, interactive submission form 
used by an employer to request a reclassification of its current Vac-
cine Priority Tier. This form, which is hereby incorporated by refer-
ence, is titled “Business Vaccine Form” and can be found under the 
Inquiry section of the Business and Organization Resources within 
the Priority Phases section of the Missouri “Stronger Together” 
COVID Vaccine website at the following hyperlink: https://covidvac-
cine.mo.gov/priority/#howto A copy of this form may be requested 
by contacting the Department of Health and Senior Services by e-
mailing Info@health.mo.gov. This form does not include any later 
amendments or additions; 

(G) “Recommendation” shall mean the written conclusion issued 
by the majority of the Committee members participating in an evalu-
ation that is submitted to the Director for final consideration; and 

(H) “Written decision” shall mean the determination made by the 
Director as to whether the employer will have its request for reclas-
sification granted or denied. This determination will be in writing 
and e-mailed directly to the e-mail address provided by the employer 
on the form. 

(2) The procedure of the Committee shall adhere to the following 
protocol: 

(A) An employer may request a reclassification of its vaccine pri-
ority tier to a higher priority tier by submitting a completed form to 
the Committee via online website submission; 

(B) No later than ten (10) business days after receiving such com-
pleted form, the Committee shall complete its evaluation; and 

(C) No later than five (5) business days after receiving a recom-
mendation, the Director shall issue his written decision. 

AUTHORITY: sections 192.006 and 192.020 RSMo Supp. 2020. 
Emergency rule filed Feb. 9, 2021, effective Feb. 25, 2021, expires 
Aug. 23, 2021. An emergency rule covering the same material will be 
published in the March 15, 2021 issue of the Missouri Register.  

PUBLIC COST: This emergency rule will not cost state agencies or 
political subdivisions more than five hundred dollars ($500) in the 
time the emergency is effective. 

PRIVATE COST: This emergency rule will not cost private entities 
more than five hundred dollars ($500) in the time the emergency is 
effective. 
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